SUMMARY A rare chromosome abnormality consisting of interstitial deletion 3q was found in a malformed girl. Chromosome analysis using G and Q banding showed deletion of bands 3ql2--3q21: 46,XX,del(3)(pter->q12 ::q21--qter). The clinical features of the proband included severe psychomotor retardation, craniofacial asymmetry, hypertelorism, epicanthus, high arched palate, progressive scoliosis, multiple skin pigmentations, and renal abnormalities. The parents had normal karyotypes.
Case report
The proband, an eight year old girl, was the first child of unrelated, healthy parents, both of whom were 24 years of age at the time of her birth. She was born after an uncomplicated 40 week pregnancy and the delivery was normal. Her birth weight was 2600 g, length 47 Chromosome analysis of the proband from peripheral lymphocytes showed deletion of the long arm of chromosome 3 (fig 3) . Using high resolution G and Q banding, the deleted portion of chromosome 3 was found to be q12--q21:46,XX,del (3) (pter--q12::q21--+qter). The karyotypes of the parents were normal. The origin of the chromosome abnormality of the proband could not be established, because Q heteromorphism of chromosome 3 in the proband showed no difference in size or staining intensity. 
